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 AGM As per GAA guidelines, Na Gaeil CLG will be holding its AGM virtually on 

this coming Thursday January 28th at 8pm. All Club Members who wish to be 
part of this AGM should have sent their email address to our Club secretary 
Eamon Browne at the email address: secretary.nagaeil.kerry@gaa.ie by last 
Thursday January 21st . We appreciate this is not ideal for some members but 
we ask that players and younger members assist their relatives and friends to 
join. Nominations for positions or motions closed on January 8th. Thanks to 
everyone who has contributed to keeping our club operating in 2020 and we 
look forward to seeing some new faces on our executive in 2021.  
 
Kerry GAA Masters     Kerry GAA is delighted & excited to announce a Masters 

by research in collaboration with MTU Kerry, with the potential to progress to 
PhD. The project titled: Quantifying physiological performance and attributes of 
development pathways in elite grade GAA football squads using GPS data  
See link below:  
https://www.ittralee.ie/en/media/ResearchScholarships/2020/Project14Informatio
nAShields.pdf 
 
Applications are invited for a master by research project for which a fee waiver 
scholarship is available.  It would suit a graduate with an interest in sport with a 
bachelor's degree (second class honours or higher) in either science, 
computing, business or a related field. Interested candidates are invited to apply 
to undertake the master by research degree programme on either a full or part 
time basis: To APPLY please e-mail your CV with a short cover letter outlining 
your interest in the project area to research@ittralee.ie 
 
THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 1PM ON FRIDAY 12 
FEBRUARY 2021. Informal enquiries on the project may be e-mailed 
to andrew.shields@staff.ittralee.ie  
 
All Ireland Final     It was a year ago at the weekend since our historic All 
Ireland victory in Croke Park. Memories of that great occasion have brightened 
up the last few days for us, with many photos capturing those magic moments 
appearing on our Facebook page. They helped take our minds off the situation 
we presently find ourselves in due the current level 5 Covid-19 restrictions. Don’t 
forget that if you want to re-live some of the Croke Park action from that 
weekend, the game can still be viewed on Youtube. Meanwhile here is the full 
report of that famous victory:  -  What a feeling it must have been for the players 
and management to run out on the hallowed turf of Croke Park to the roars and 
cheers of their huge band of supporters. Conditions were near perfect for this All 
Ireland Junior Club Football Final and it was played on a beautifully manicured 
Croke Park surface. Rathgarogue-Cushinstown were first off the mark with a 
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point from their right corner forward Jason Dunne after a minute of play. A Dara 
Devine free for Na Gaeil restored parity five minutes later followed by a good 
point from full forward Mike Griffin. Daniel Martin Carroll levelled matters on ten 
minutes with a fine point for the Wexford side. Na Gaeil players were winning all 
the possession but were failing to make it count on the scoreboard with many 
misplaced passes and block downs. Dara Devine scored a point from distance 
for the Tralee side but this was cancelled out with a pointed free from 
Rathgarogue-Cushintown’s star player Daire Bolger heading into the second 
quarter. On twenty minutes Na Gaeil Captain Eoin Doody  pointed a free from 
out on the right wing. From the kick out the ball falls to the same player and he 
cooly slots it over the bar. After two poor Na Gaeil wides up steps Eoin Doody 
again to fire over from close range after being put through by Ian McCarthy. 
 After 26 minutes of play a poor kick out was intercepted by Na Gaeil’s Dara 
Devine. He quickly off loaded it to the inrushing Ian McCarthy and he crashed it 
to the roof of the net for a brilliant goal. Ian followed up with the next point to put 
Na Gaeil seven points clear and firmly in the driving seat with half time fast 
approaching. Ryan O’Neill comes up from corner back to fist over a point for Na 
Gaeil in injury time. Ratharogue-Cushinstown worked the ball up the field for one 
last attack and Tadhg Cody who was at the end of the move found himself in the 
Na Gaeil square. Tipperary referee Seán Lonergan deemed that he had been 
fouled by a Na Gaeil defender and awarded a penalty to the Wexford side. Up 
steps their goalkeeper Nicky Sinnott and he crashed the ball low to the right 
corner of the Na Gaeil net. Half time score: Na Gaeil: 1-08; Rathgarogue-
Cushinstown: 1-04. 

 Whatever was said in the Na Gaeil dressing room at half time worked because 
they came out a different team and quickly set about dismantling the Wexford 
side. Mike Griffin scored within a minute followed by a good point from Diarmaid 
Herlihy. Six minutes into the half Na Gaeil scored their 2nd goal. Jack Barry sent 
a long ball into to Diarmaid Herlihy who was in acres of space. He soloed thirty 
metres and unleashed a pile driver which rebounded off the crossbar and into 
the path of Ian McCarthy. Ian took one side step and clinically placed it into right 
the corner of the Wexford net for his second goal of the afternoon.  As in the first 
half he followed up with a point a minute later. Dan Goggin then chipped in with 
a lovely point followed by another point from Mike Griffin, his third of the game. 
Diarmaid Herlihy scored the next two points for Na Gaeil, one with his left and 
one with the outside of his right boot. Na Gaeil were firmly in the driving seat 
now with Jack Barry and Diarmuid O’Connor lording it at midfield , the defence 
snuffing out any attack and the forwards scoring at every opportunity. Kieran 
Dineen made a great block on 45 minutes to deny the Wexford side a score. 
Their number 11 Daire Bolger did point a free for them moments later, their first 
of the 2nd half. The game was well and truly over at this stage and Na Gaeil 
management ran their bench. Dara Devine pointed a free on 53 minutes for a 
foul on Eoin Walsh.  Darragh Reen, the youngest Na Gaeil player pointed on 59 
minutes followed by a great point from teak tough corner back Damien Bourke. 
Paul Daly, the oldest man on the field pointed a free with his left leg two minutes 
into injury time. What a great moment for him, a man that has given years of 



service to the club and a man that was born before the club was founded in 
1978. The last score of the day fell to Ian McCarthy. He was put through on goal 
and calmly put it past Rarhgarogue-Cushinstown sub keeper Jonathan Kelly for 
a hat trick. What a day it was for Ian. He could not have dreamed of a better 
outing on the hallowed turf ending up with a personal tally of 3-02.  Moments 
later the final whistle blew. Final score: Na Gaeil: 3-20; Rathgarogue-
Cushinstown: 1-05. It was total elation for all the Na Gaeil players, management 
and their large group of supporters. The Rose of Tralee was played over the 
airwaves as players, supporters and their families were not afraid to show their 
emotions, hugged each other with some shedding tears of joy.  What an 
occasion for the club and everybody associated with it. Eoin Doody climbed the 
steps of the Hogan Stand where he was presented the cup by GAA President 
James Horan to rapturous applause from all the Na Gaeil supporters. Eoin made 
a wonderful speech and thanked everybody in the club for all they have done to 
make this dream come true.  Mary Ellen’s Na Gaeil song “We’re On the One 
Road” was now played over the airwaves as every player lifted the cup one by 
one. 

Congratulations to all the players and management on a wonderful performance 
and for bringing us on such a wonderful journey all the way from Oakpark to 
Croke Park. It all began on 7th April 2019 with a win over Firies and ended in the 
best possible way on 25th of January 2020 with victory over Wexford side 
Rarhgarogue-Cushinstown.  It will take a while for the magnitude of this 
achievement to sink in. Players will have to pinch themselves to realise that they 
have won an All Ireland medal in Croke Park, a dream that every player in the 
country aspires to and to win it with the friends that you grew up with even 
makes it more special. Ian McCarthy’s 3-02 is the largest return in a junior club 
finaland he now becomes the top scorer since the competition began. He was 
deservedly awarded man of the match by TG4. He is also the 2nd Na Gaeil 
player to score a goal in Croke Park, Diarmuid O’Connor being the first. But 
every player from no. 1 to no. 37 has to be commended for the amount of effort 
they have put in along with the management team of Donie Rooney, Richie 
Barrett, Kieran O’Shea, Eoin Joy and Niall O’Meara. 

Team: Timmy Culloty, Ryan O’Neil(0-01), Eoin O’Neill, Damien Bourke(0-01), 

Kieran O’Donovan, Andrew Barry, Eoin Doody(0-03), Diarmuid O’Connor, Jack 
Barry(0-01), Dan O’Connor, Dan Goggin(0-01), Ian McCarthy(3-02), Dara 
Devine(0-03), Mike Griffin(0-03), Diarmaid Herlihy(0-03). Subs: Kieran Dineen 
for Dan O’Connor; Eoin Walsh for Eoin O’Neill; Darragh Reen(0-01) for Dan 
Goggin; Jamie Lowham for Mike Griffin; James O’Connor for Kieran O’Donovan; 
Paul Daly(0-01) for Eoin Doody. 

 

Homecoming    What a rapturous welcome the Na Gaeil team and 

management received when they arrived in Tralee. They received a Garda 
Escort from the Earl of Desmond and were led into Tralee with a pick- up truck 
festooned in Na Gaeil flags and banners. Bonfires were lighting along the way.  



The players alighted from the bus at the corner of the Oakpark Road and the All 
Ireland Champions made their way to the clubhouse. What a welcome awaited 
them. Hundreds and hundreds of their loyal supporters were there to greet them 
as they walked with both sides of the road lined with members yielding lighted 
sods of turf on pikes and bonfires burning. The players made their way on to an 
open trailer much to the delight of their supporters. Club chairperson Tim Lynch 
Jnr. addressed the huge gathering and thanked all the players and management 
for their commitment and dedication to the cause and spoke of the vision the 
founding members had for this club over forty years ago. This achievement is for 
everyone that has worked tirelessly for the good of club over the last four 
decades he said. Managers Donal Rooney and Richie Barrett also spoke and 
said what the amazing support in Croke Park meant to all his players and 
management.  Mary Ellen O’Connor sang the Na Gaeil song: “ We’re On the 
One Road” with the whole crowd joining in and Jennie Sheehy recited her well 
penned  poem “Na Gaeil Abú”. Donie Rooney, Richie Barrett, Kieran O’Shea, 
Eoin Joy and Niall O’Meara have guided this team to the promised land. Take a 
bow on a job well done. Everybody adjourned to the clubhouse where the 
celebration continued into the small hours of the morning. It is a weekend that 
will live long in the memory!!   

Clubhouse The clubhouse is closed for all outside activities and the gym will 

also be closed until there is further clarification from GAA Headquarters as to 
when they can re-open.  

Clothes Collection There is now a Clothes Collection Bin situated in Na Gaeil 

car park for use by all members of the public. 


